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132b, 135b (opening with the remark “hada fi nushatihi al-mugabala
wa-huwa qalil al-gadwa”), 141a, 160b, 206b, 207b). The margin
correction on f. 83a is concluded with the statement ‘“katabahu
mu’allif al-kitab ...”, which suggests that this correction and possibly
some others were perhaps done by al-‘AnsT himself. Following f. 177,
there is an additional page added to the codex (PLATE ONE) containing
a commentary that was gleaned from the original copy of the text,
most likely an autograph (gawluhu wa-llah a'lam bi-tafsilihi fi l-umm
nasahtuhu fi I-hasiya ...). 1t is possible that some of the other margin
additions to the text were taken from the same umm.

The codex also has a margin note in the hand of ‘Abd Allah b. al-
Hasan b. ‘Atiyya al-Dawwari (b. 715/1315, d. 800/1397-8) (f. 2a), the
author of several works on theology and one of the teachers of the
abovementioned Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wazir.!
That the volume evidently remained with the Dawwarl family in
Sa‘da for many generations is suggested by reading notes throughout
the codex in the hand of Ahmad b. Yahya b. Ahmad (b.) Habis al-
Dawwari al-Sa'di (d. 1061/ 1651),> author of K. al-Anwar al- hadlya li-
dawT al-uqal ila ma‘rifat maqdsid al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l fi ‘ilm al-usil, a
commentary on the K. al-Kafil bi-nayl al-sul fi ‘ilm al-usal by
Muhammad b. Yahya b. Ahmad Bahran (d. 957/1550), on legal
theory, and K. al- Idah ‘ald I-Misbah, a commentary on the K. al-Misbah
by Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Rassas (d. 621/1224)° (f. 2a
and passim).

1. On him, see al-Hibs1, Masadir, pp. 131, 180, 214; ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wagih, A'lam al-
mu alllﬁn al- Zaydlyya McLean, VA 1420/1999 pp. 571-573 no. 585 (with further
references).

2. On him, see Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, Sources de l'histoire du Yémen a l'époque musulmane =
Masadlr tarikh al-Yaman fi I-‘asr al-islami, Cairo 1974, pp. 234-235 no. 19; al-Hibsi, Masadir,
pp. 145, 185, 248, 345, 392; al-Wagih, Alam, pp- 199-201 no. 193 (with further references).

3. Kitab al- Idah sarh al- Mlsbah al-Sahir bi-Sarh al-talatin al-mas ala, ed. Hasan b. Yahya al-Yasuff,
San‘a’ 2000.



14 / Zaydi theology in 7th/13th century Yemen

Numerous references to discussions in later parts of the Mahagga,
most likely included in Parts Seven and/or Eight of the work, in the
K. al-Sams al-munira al-zahra fi tahgiq baht ma adhalahu al- kuffar
darahum qahran wa-ma yattasilu min fard’id al-fawa’id by al- -Husayn b.
Nasir b. ‘Abd al-Hafiz b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Muhalla al-Sarafi (d.
1111/1699-1700) also confirm that al-‘Ansi had completed the
Mahagga.'

Throughout the extant parts of his Mahagda, al-‘Ansi refers to
earlier writings of his, two of which seem to be lost: K. al-Sihab, or
alternatively K. al- Sihab al- taqib,” referring to his K. al-Sihab al-tagib
‘ala madahib al-itra al-atdyib’ and K. al-Takmil. The K. al-Sihab is also
mentioned in the introduction to his K. al-Tamyiz among his earlier
works in the field of theology. Here al-‘Anst adds that it consisted of
one volume (mugallad wahid).” By contrast, the K. al-Takmil is not
mentioned here. References to the Takmil occur mostly in Part Two
(‘adl) of the Mahagda," and occasionally in Parts Three (nubuwwat)’
and Four (Sara’i’),’ yet not in Part One (tawhid). This suggests that the
the work was not so much a systematic theological summa but rather
was concerned with issues relevant to Parts Two, Three, and Four of
the Mahagga. At various occasions throughout Part Four (al-$ara’i’),
al-‘Ansi refers to his K. al-Tahrir on legal theory (see above).

keksk

The present volume contains a facsimile of MS Munich,
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286, comprising Parts One
(tawhid) through Four (al-Sara’i’) of al-‘Ansi’s Mahagga, the most
comprehensive partial copy of the work. As mentioned above, the
codex was transcribed by ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘AnsT’s nephew,
Muhammad b. As‘ad b. Zayd al-‘Ansi, with the exception of f. 1b,
which is written in a different, later hand. Muhammad completed
the copy on 14 RabT 11 641/1 October 1243, in Sa‘'da (f. 224b). The text
has been collated by different hands (see the margin corrections on
ff. 5b, 7a, 8b, 11b, 12a, 18a, 20b, 21a, 33b, 35b, 43b, 50a, 66a, 79a, 83a,

1. MS San‘d, al-Gami* al-kabir, Maktabat al-awqaf (“Sarqiyya”) usiil 129, pp. 36, 46, 51, 52, 58,

60.

2. MS Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286, ff. 8b, 18a, 19a, 35b, 80a, 91b,
126b, 139b, 150b.

3. Al-Tamyiz, f. 149a. Here, al-'AnsT also gives the full title of the work.

4. MS Munich, Bayerlsche Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286, ff. 68b, 86a, 86b, 88b, 108b, 119b,
155a.

5. MS Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286, ff. 199a, 201a.

6. MS Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286, . 204a.
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comprises Parts Two (beginning with al-kalam fi I-masalih), Three,
and Four. It was completed on 20 Rabi" II 640/17 October 1242, the
same day given by the author as the date of completion, suggesting
that he had dictated the work to his nephew.'

(i) MS Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286 [=
formerly Cod. arab. Glaser no. 148], again transcribed by the author’s
nephew, comprising Parts One through Four. The copy was
completed on 14 RabT II 641/1 October 1243 in Sa‘da.” A facsimile of
this codex is included in the present volume.

(iii) MS Higrat al-Sirr, Maktabat Al al-Wazir, containing Part Five,
on the imamate, was transcribed in 718/1318-9 partly by al-Murtada
b. al-Mufaddal al-Wazir (d. 732/1331), the author of Bayan al-awamir
al-mugmala ft wugab ta‘at ult l-amr wa-fard al-mas’ala and the son of al-
‘AnsT’s student al-Mufaddal b. Mansir b. al-'Afif (d. 682/1283-4), and
partly by ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Salama al-Suraymi, one of the
scholars of the period of Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad b. al-Husayn (d.
656/1258). All three scholars were devout followers of al-‘Ansi.’ This
manuscript was not accessible to us.*

While no manuscript covering Parts Six through Eight of the
Mahagda is known to be extant, there can be no doubt that al-‘Anst
completed the work. In the introduction to the third part of his al-
Tamyiz, al-‘AnsT’s most comprehensive tract against the Mutarrifiyya
written during the later period of his life (see also above), the author
mentions his earlier works on theology.” His wording indicates that
the Mahagga was his most authoritative work in this domain and
allows no reason to doubt that the work had been completed.’

1. Cf. Florian Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften der Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek zu Miinchen unter
Einschluss einiger tiirkischer und persischer Handscﬁ/ri/‘ten, Volume 1, Stuttgart 2007, pp. 406-
408 no. 214. The manuscript is available online at http://daten.digitale-
sammlungen.de/~db/0003/bsb00038411/images/index.html (accessed 12 June 2015.

2. Cf. Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, pp. 433-434 no. 226.

3. See our Zaydi Mu ‘tazilism in 7th/13th century Yemen, Chapter Four.

4.1t is briefly described in ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-HibsT, Fihris mahtutat ba‘da l-maktabat al-
hdssa fi I-Yaman, London 1994, p. 48 no. 80; idem, Masadir al-fikr al-islami fi I-Yaman, Abu
Dhabi 2004, p. 124; ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wagth, Masadir al-turat fi l-maktabat al-hassa
fil-Yaman 1-2, McLean, VA 1422/2002, vol. 2, p. 385. It is evidently this manuscript that is
referred to in al-Qadi Ismafl b. ‘Alf al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm wa-ma‘agiluhu fi I-Yaman 1-6,
Beirut/Damascus 1416/1995, vol. 1, p. 177.

5. Al-Tamyiz, MS San@, Maktabat Muhammad Sari, f. 149a:5-10. While the original
manuscript is apparently no longer extant (for a description, see al-Hibsi, Masadir, p.
124), a digital copy of a microfilm copy was available to us.

6. Here, al-‘AnsT describes the Mahadda as follows (f. 149a):

e S0 5 gy 3K e T e 3yl | ok Ty oty GV, A, 550 3 A | 4 Ll el S
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and companions of ‘Abd al-Gabbar.! Moreover, al-‘Ansi was also
familiar with the theological writings of Rukn al-Din Mahmid b.
Muhammad al-Malahimi al-H"arazmi (d. 536/1141), an adherent of
the teachings of Abii I-Husayn al-BasrT (d. 436/1044), whose writings
had reached Yemen by the late 6th/12th century but had exerted
only a limited impact. Throughout the Mahagda, the views of Abii 1-
Husayn and Ibn al-Malahimi are regularly cited and discussed,? and it
seems that al-‘Ansi gleaned the relevant information primarily from
Ibn al-Malahim’s K. al-Mu‘tamad fi ‘ilm al-kalam, which was available
in Yemen. Throughout the Mahagda, al-‘AnsT also quotes repeatedly
from Abu I-Husayn al-BasrT’s (now lost) K. Gurar al-adilla, although it
remains unclear whether he had the work at his disposal or is
quoting from an intermediary source.” In many respects, al-'Ansi
preferred the views of Abu -Husayn al-Basri and Ibn al-Malahimi
which, in his view, were often closer to the doctrines of the earlier
Zaydi imams than those of the BahSamiyya. His approach towards
their doctrinal thought is nevertheless critical, and al-‘Ansi follows
their views only as they fit his overall agenda of formulating a
theology that remains faithful to the teachings of the imams.

*kk

The K. al-Mahadga consists of eight parts (agsam, sg. gism), a
division that is characteristic for most of al-‘AnsT’s theological works:
(i) divine unicity (tawhid); (ii) justice (‘adl); (iii) prophecy (nubuwwa);
(iv) revealed legislation (Sara’i); (v) imamate; (vi) commanding what
is good and prohibiting what is reprehensible (al-amr bi-l-ma‘raf wa-l-
nahy ‘an al-munkar); (vii) promise and threat (al-wa'd wa-l-wa id); (viii)
attributes and characteristics (al-asma’ wa-l-ahkam). The work is
incompletely preserved in three manuscripts covering Parts One
through Five:

(i) MS Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1273 [=
formerly Cod. arab. Glaser no. 7]. The codex, which is incomplete in
the beginning, was transcribed by ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd’s nephew,
Muhammad b. As‘ad b. Zayd al-‘Ansi, in Sa‘'da. The manuscript

1. See the index.

2. See the index.

3. Cf. Sabine Schmidtke, “Biblical Predictions of the Prophet Muhammad Among the Zaydrs
of Yemen (6th/12th and 7th/13th centuries),” Orientalia Christiana Analecta 293 (2013), p
221-240. See also the forthcoming study by Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke, Tﬁe
Transmission of Abi l-Husayn al-BasrT’s (d. 436/1044) Thought and Writings, as well as Zaydl
Mu'tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 9.
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In the field of legal theory, al-‘Ansi composed two works: Tahrir
adillat al-usil—also known under the titles Tahrir al-adilla, al-Tahrir li-
adillat al-usal, and al-Tahrir fi usil al-figh—which is incompletely
preserved in the library of the Great Mosque (al-Maktaba al-
Garbiyya) in San@." Al-'AnsT also wrote al-Durar al-manzima fi usil al-
figh, which seems to be lost, except for the numerous quotations
from it that appear in the works of Abl ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b.
Ibrahim al-Wazir (d. 840/1436).” Preserved in manuscript is a brief
tract entitled Misbah al-mahagdga al-dall ‘ala anna igma" al al-nabt hugda
on this specific issue of legal theory.’

In the field of law, al-‘AnsT is reported to have composed a K. al-
Istibsar, consisting of five volumes, on which he later wrote a
commentary of about twenty volumes. This work, which allegedly
served as the basis for al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah Yahya b. Hamza’s (d.
745/1344) K. al-Intisar ‘ala ‘ulama’ al-amsar, is not known to be extant.’
extant.” The only extant legal work from his pen is his Risala fT I-gam'
bayn al-salawat.’

Al-‘AnsT was an opponent of al-Hasan al-Rassas and his followers,
doctrinally as well as politically. As had been the case with Sayyid
Humaydan, al-‘AnsT attempted to strengthen the influence of the
doctrines of the earlier imams, particularly those of al-Hadi, while
reducing at the same time the influence of the BahSamiyya.
However, al-‘AnsT did not share Humaydan’s critical attitude towards
Mu'tazili kalam in general. Al-‘Ansi was familiar with a wide
spectrum of Mu'tazilt kalam literature: In addition to the theological
writings of the earlier imams al-Qasim and al-Hadi, al-‘AnsT was well
acquainted with the theological literature of the BahSamiyya. He
explicitly refers to the K. al-Muhit of ‘Abd al-Gabbar, no doubt
referring to the paraphrastic commentary on the work by Abi
Muhammad al-Hasan b. Ahmad Ibn Mattawayh, al-Magmu" fi l-muhit
bi-I-taklif, and he regularly mentions the views of Abu Ra$id al-
NisabirT, Ibn Mattawayh, and al-Natiq bi-l-Haqq among the students

1. MS San‘a, al-Gami* al-kabir, al-Maktaba al-Garbiyya no. 838; cf. Ahmad Muhammad Tsawi
et al., Fihris al-Mahtiitat al-Yamaniyya li-Dar al-Mahtitdt wa-l-Maktaba al-Garbiyya bi-l-Gami‘
al-Kabir, San'a@’ 1-2, Qum 1426/2005, vol. 1, pp. 424-425. This manuscript was not available
to us. MS Ambrosiana ar. D 479/4, f. 235a contains a small extract from the work; cf.
Oscar Lofgren and Renato Traini, Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in the Biblioteca
Ambrosiana 1-, Vicenza 1975-, vol. 2, p. 371 no. 735/1V.

2. See our Zaydt Mu ‘tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 2.

3. See our Zaydr Mu ‘tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 12.

4. See our Zaydr Mu ‘tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 5.

5. See our Zaydi Mu tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 17.
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credit.' To judge from the number of extant manuscripts, his most
popular work was al-Irsad ila nagat al-ibad, a work with Saft
tendencies, which al-‘Ansi completed in Rabi' 11 632/January 1235.%
His magnum opus was the K. al-Mahagga al-bayda’ fi usul al-din, a
comprehensive theological summa, which was completed on 14 RabT'
II 641/1 October 1243.° Although the conflict with the Mutarrifiyya
was much less a living reality at the time of al-‘Ansi, since Imam al-
Mansiir bi-llah had already waged an all-out war against the
Mutarriffs, it still plays a significant role in al-‘AnsT’s writings. He
mentions and criticizes their views regularly in his al-Mahagga, and
he composed, among his last writings, al-Tamyiz bayna I-Islam wa-I-
Mutarrifiyya al-Tugam, a detailed refutation of the Mutarrifiyya.” In
addition to his Tamyiz, al-‘AnsT is credited with several refutations of
the Mutarrifiyya, although his authorship cannot be ascertained in
all cases.’

Among the extant dated writings of al-‘Ansi is his Gawab al-fagih
Yisuf b. ‘Abd Allah al-SafiT al-sakin bi-Dahbdn, completed in Ragab
648/November-December 1250, containing his replies to four
theological and legal questions raised by a certain Safi'T scholar,
Yusuf b. ‘Abd All3h.° Al-‘AnsT mentions in the tract that he had read
with one of his teachers in Mecca the K. al-IrSad of Imam al-
Haramayn al-Guwayni (d. 478/1085)"—during the time of al-‘Ans, it
was still unusual for Zaydr scholars to study A$‘arite kalam literature,
which was unavailable in Yemen.

1. Ibn Abi 1-Rigal Ahmad b. Salih, Matla® al-budiir wa-magma’“ al-buhiir ft taragim rigal al-
zaydiyya 1-4, ed. Magd al-Din b. Muhammad b. Manstir a%—Mu’ayyidT, Sa'da 2004, vol. 3, p.

82; Ibrahim b. al-Qasim al-Sahari, Tabaqat al-zaydiyya al-kubra (al-gism al-talit) wa-yusamma
Buliig al-murad ila ma'rifat al-isnad 1-3, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wagth, Amman
1421/2001, vol. 2, p. 612. See also Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke, “Between Aleppo
and Sa'da: The Zaydi Reception of the Imami Scholar Ibn al-Bitriq al-Hilli,” journal of
Islamic Manuscripts 4 (2013), pp. 160-200; iidem, “The Literary-Religious Tradition amon
7th/13th Century Yemeni Zaydis (II): The Case of ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘AnsT (d.
667/1269),” The Yemeni Manuscript Tradition, ed. David Hollenberg, Christoph Rauch, and
Sabine Schmidtke, Leiden [in press]. For a full study of al-‘Anst and an analysis of his
doctrinal thought, see the forthcoming work by Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke,
Zaydi Mu tazilism in 7th/13th Century Yemen: The Theological Thought of ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-
‘AnsT (d. 667/1268).

. See our Zaydi Mu ‘tazilism, Chapter Five (“Inventory of the Writings of ‘Abd Alldh b. Zayd
al-‘Ansi”), no. 4.

. See our Zaydi Mu tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 9.

. See our Zaydi Mu tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 27.

. See our Zaydi Mu tazilism, Chapter Five, nos. 1, 3, 13, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22.

. See our Zaydr Mu ‘tazilism, Chapter Five, no. 6.

. MS Berlin, State Library, Glaser 123/5, f. 263b:2-7.

N
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While the theological trend of al-Hasan al-Rassas and his
adherents continued to set the tone during the 7th/13th century,’
growing opposition emerged among the Zaydis of Yemen against
Mu'tazilism in general and the theological views of the BahSamiyya
in particular. The most outspoken opponent of Mu'tazilt kalam was
Nir al-Din Abii ‘Abd Allah Humaydan b. al-Qasim b. Yahya b.
Humaydan (d. mid-7"/13" century), who sought to weaken its
influence on Zaydi theology and to emphasize the latter’s
independence.”

*kk

A leading figure of 7th/13th-century Zaydi scholarship in Yemen
was the mutakallim and legal scholar Husam al-Din Abii Muhammad
‘Abd Allah b. Zayd b. Ahmad b. Abi I-Hayr al-‘AnsT (b. 593/1196-7, d.
Sa'ban 667/April 1268), a prolific author in a variety of fields.
According to the later biographical tradition, he has 105 titles to his

1. Cf. Jan Thiele, “The Commentary Literature on al-Hasan al-Rassas’ K. al-Tahsil,” Theological
Rationalism in Medieval Islam: New Texts and Perspectives, ed. Gregor Schwarb, Sabine
Schmidtke, and Lukas Muehlethaler, Leuven [in press]. See also the English and Persian
introductions to Sulayman b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hurasi, Kitab al-Tafsil li-Gumal al-Tahsil.
Facsimile Edition of MS Berlin, Glaser no. 51. With Introductions and Indices by Hassan
Ansari and Jan Thiele, Tehran 2013; Hassan Ansari and Jan Thiele, “MS Berlin, State
Library, Glaser 51: A Unique Manuscript From the Early 7th/13th-Century BahSamite
Milieu in Yemen,” The Yemeni Manuscript Tradition, ed. David Hollenberg, Christoph
Rauch, and Sabine Schmidtke, Leiden [in press]; Hassan Ansari, Sabine Schmidtke, and
Jan Thiele, “Zaydi Theology in Yemen,” Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology, ed. Sabine
Schmidtke, Oxford [forthcoming].

2. On him, see Wilferd Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim und die Glaubenslehre der
Zaiditen, Berlin 1965, pp. 218f§ His writings have been published as Magmi" al-Sayyid
Humaydan, ed. Ahmad Hasan ‘Ali al-Hamzi and Hadi Hasan Hadi al-Hamzi, Sa'da
1424/2003. For an assessment of his theological views, see al-Sayyid Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Rahman, al-Imam Humaydan b, Humaydan wa-arduhu al—lzzldmiy a wa-l-falsafiyya,
Alexandria 2003; Hassan Ansari, “Garyan-i suwwum: Baz-gast be usal éeréyeéi zaydi dar
‘aq@’id-i kalami dar mayan do nezam-i fikrl-yi mu'tazili wa mutarrifi,” Barrasi-hd-yi tarihi
dar hawze-ye islam wa tasayyu': Magmii'e-ye nawad magqale wa yaddast [Historical Studies on
Islam and Stism], Tehran, Kitabhana, mize wa markaz-i asnad-i maglis-i §tira-yi islamt,
1390/2012, pp. 179-194.
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in his role as transmitter of Iranian Zaydi literature and as
propagator of the doctrines of the Caspian Zaydiyya in Yemen. In
addition to being appointed gadr of San@’ (in 545/1150-1), he opened
his own madrasa in nearby Sana‘, where he engaged in a prolonged
confrontation with the local Mutarrifis, and he composed mostly
introductory works to the various disciplines of religious learning,
espousing the BahSami Mu'tazili doctrine in kalam and legal
methodology. Qadi Ga‘far was succeeded after his death in 573/1177
by his student Husam al-Din Abta Muhammad (or Aba ‘Ali) al-Hasan
b. Muhammad al-Rassas (b. 546/1151-52, d. 584/1188) as head of the
school in Sana’. Al-Rassas acted as teacher of ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza,
later Imam al-Mansiir bi-llah, and he wrote numerous substantial
works on the subtleties of kalam (daqa’iq al-kalam) as well as a
theological summa, K. al-Tahsil fi I-tawhid wa-I-ta'dil, thus further
establishing the Bah§ami doctrine as the “official” theology of the
Zaydis of Yemen. Al-Rassas not only disregarded the earlier Yemeni
Zaydi theological tradition, he also avoided—with some exceptions,
such as his K. al-Tahsil—topics such as the imamate, and he refrained
from referring to any of the earlier Zaydi authorities.! The
exclusively BahSami trend was perhaps the result of a fascination
with the new doctrinal thought that in its sophistication surpassed
the prevalent theological discourse in Yemen up to this point.
Moreover, during the imamate of both al-Mutawakkil and, in much
sharper form, during the reign of al-Mansir, the conflict between
the new Zaydi “orthodoxy” and the Mutarrifiyya had reached its
peak, and the opponents of the Mutarrifiyya found the BahSami
doctrine to be a suitable tool in their fight against the latter. This
prompted the Mutarrifis to further refine their own doctrines,
taking recourse to the teachings of the School of Baghdad.?

1. For al-Hasan al-Rassas, see Jan Thiele, “Propagating Mu'tazilism in the 6th/12th Century
Zaydiyya: al-Hasan al-Rassas,” Arabica 57 (2010), pp. 536-558; idem, Kausalitdt in der
mu ‘tazilitischen Kosmologie. Das Kitab al-Mu’attirat wa-miftah al-muskilat des Zayditen al-
Hasan al-Rassas (st. 58,4}/?188), Leiden 2011; idem, Theologie in der jemenitischen Zaydiyya: Die
naturphilosophischen Uberlegungen des al-Hasan ar-Rassas, Leiden 2013.

2. For an outline of their doctrinal views, based on an analysis of an authentic Mutarrift
work by Sulayman b, Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Muhalli (fl. 2nd half of the 6th/12th
century), al-Burhan al-rd’ig, see Madelung, “A Mutarrifi Manuscript”; idem,
“Mutarrifiyya,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 7, pp. 772-773. See also idem,
Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, p. 202f.
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Caspian Zaydi religious literature to Yemen, invited numerous Zayd1
scholars from Iran to Yemen, and furthered the teaching careers of
Yemeni scholars who had studied in Iran and Iraq. Aiming to
establish an intellectual counterweight to the Mutarrifi community,
he specifically encouraged the spread of Basran Mu'tazilt teachings.
His successor, Imam al-Manstr bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (d.
614/1217), whose claim to the Zaydi imamate in 593/1197 was
acknowledged by the Zaydis of Yemen and Northern Iran alike,
further intensified the import of religious literature to Yemen. As a
result of this religio-cultural transfer, the intellectual center of
Zaydism gradually shifted from the coastal regions south of the
Caspian Sea, from Rayy, and from Kufa, to Yemen, where BahSam1
theology was now blossomlng
A leading part in promoting Caspian_ Zaydi and (Bah$ami)
Mu'tazill teaching was played by the gad Sams al-Din Aba l-Fadl
Gafar b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd” al-Salam b. Abi Yahya al-Buhlali (d.
573/1177-8), a descendant of a family of Isma‘ili da‘is who had at first
converted to the Mutarrifiyya but then turned to Zaydi
“orthodoxy”.! Qadi Ga‘far had studied with the Hurasanian scholar
Abii I-Husayn Zayd b. al-Hasan b. ‘Alf al-Hurdsani al-Bayhaqi, who
had arrived in Yemen in about 541/1146-7, and he had accompanied
his teacher when the latter left Yemen around 544/1149-50 to return
to his homeland. Qadi Ga'far continued travelling after al-Bayhaqi’s
death to pursue his theological education in Iran and Iraq and to
gather books on behalf of the Zaydi community of Yemen. In Rayy,
he studied with Aba 1-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Abt I-Hasan b. Ahmad al-
Kanni (d. between 560/1164-5 and 570/1174-5), who in turn was a
student of al-Bayhaqi, and he is known to have been taught by
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Farrazadi, one of the members of the
renowned Farrazadi family in this town.” Qadi Ga'far also spent some
time in Mecca, where he studied with the eminent Zaydi scholar Abu
I-Hasan ‘Ulayy b. Tsa b. [famza b. Wahhas al-Sulaymani (d. 556/1161-
2),” and in Kufa. Through his various teachers, Qadi Ga‘far received
authorization for the transmission of books back to Yemen, where
he returned sometime in 553/1158. His primary importance thus lay

1. On him, see Wilferd Madelung, “Dja‘far b. AbT Yahya,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New
Edition, Supplement, Fascicules 3-4, p. 236.

2. See Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke, “The role of the Farrazadht family in the
propagation of Mu'tazilt thought in Rayy” (forthcommg)

3. On him, see Andrew J. Lane, A Traditional Mu tazilite Qur'an Commentary: The Kashshaf of Jar
Allah al-Zamakhsharf (d. 538/1144), Leiden 2006, pp. 26-29, 48-53, 251.
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Hamadani (d. 415/1024), as chief judge of Rayy. ‘Abd al-Gabbar in
turn attracted numerous additional Zaydi students, among them
Ahmad b. Abi l-Husayn al-Qazwini (“Manekdim Seidiw”, d. ca.
425/1034), Abii 1-Qasim Ismail b. Ahmad al-Gili al-Busti (fl. late
4th/10th and early 5th/11th centuries), Aba 1-Fadl al-‘Abbas Ibn
Sarwin, and al-Muwaffaq bi-llah Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Isma‘il
al-Hasani al-Sagar1 al-Gurgant (d. after 420/1029). In the succeeding
generations, the Basran Mu'tazili scholarly tradition continued to be
upheld by Zaydis of Northern Iran, especially those of Rayy.

The Zaydis of Yemen, by contrast, had remained faithful during
those centuries to the doctrinal thought of al-Hadi and mostly
ignored, as it seems, the intellectual developments of their Iranian
coreligionists. In the 5th/11th century, a pietist movement emerged
in Yemen that was later on named Mutarrifiyya, after the eponym
Mutarrif b. Sihab b. ‘Amr b. ‘Abbad al-Sihabi (d. mid-5"/11" century).
Taking the teachings of al-Hadi as their point of departure, its
adherents developed a cosmology and natural philosophy of their
own that deviated from the tenets of traditional Mu‘tazilism. During
most of the 5th/11th and the 6th/12th century, this strand
dominated the intellectual landscape of Yemeni Zaydism.'

Around the turn of the 6th/12th century, a rapprochement began
that eventually resulted in the political unification of the two Zaydi
states. In 502/1108 Abii Talib, a great-grandson of Imam al-Mu’ayyad
bi-1lah, rose in Gilan, claiming the Zaydi imamate. A few years later,
in 511/1117, he was endorsed by the Yemeni Zaydis as well. Abu
Talib al-ahir was eager to unite the two Zaydl communities not only
politically but also culturally and religiously. Although he died in
520/1126, his legacy continued beyond his death. In 532/1137,
Ahmad b. Sulayman (b. 500/1106, d. 566/1170) successfully ascended
in Yemen as al-Imam Mutawakkil ‘ala llah, expressly acknowledging
the legitimacy of the Zaydi imams of the Caspian region and
maintaining the unity of the Zaydis. He promoted the transfer of

1. On the Mutarrifiyya, see Wilferd Madelung, “A Mutarrifi Manuscript,” Proceedings of the
VIth Congress of Arabic and Islamic Studies (Visby-Stockholm, 1972), Stockholm 1975, pp. 75-83
[repr. in idem, Religious Schools and Sects in Medieval Islam, London 1985, Part XIX]; idem,
“The Origins of the Yemenite Hijra,” Arabicus felix luminosus britannicus: Essays in Honour of
A.F.L. Beeston on His Eightieth Birthday, Reading 1991, pp. 25-44; Thomas Gochenour, The
Penetration of Zaydr Islam into Early Medieval Yemen, PhD Diss Harvard University, 1984,
passim; Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke, “The Zaydl Condemnation of the
Mutarrifiyya as Unbelievers,” Accusations of Unbelief in Islam: A Diachronic Perspective on
"[Fakfir, e] . Camilla Adang, Hassan Ansari, Maribel Fierro, and Sabine Schmidtke, Leiden
in press].



‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi

and his Kitab al-Mahagga al-bayda’*

Zaydi STism initially developed and flourished in two regions, the
southern shore of the Caspian sea in Northern Iran and the Northern
Highlands of Yemen—al-Nasir li-1-Haqq al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Utras (d.
304/917) had founded a Zaydi imamate in Gilan, while Yahya b. al-
Husayn al-Hadi ila [-Haqq (d. 298/911), a grandson of Imam al-Qasim
b. Ibrahim al-RassT (d. 246/860), had established in 284/897 the Zaydi
state in Yemen. The two states constituted separate political and
cultural entities: Whereas the majority of Yemeni theologians
remained faithful to the teachings of early Zaydi imams, viz. al-Qasim
and al-Hadi, the Caspian Zaydis adhered partly to the legal doctrines
of al-Nasir al-Utras and partly to those of al-Hadi, while, in terms of
theology, they increasingly adopted the teachings of the Basran
school of the Mu'tazila. Zaydi Mu'tazilism flourished especially with
the imams al-Muayyad bi-llah Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Haruni (d.
411/1020) and al-Natiq bi-l-Haqq Yahya b. al- -Husayn b. Hartn (d.
424/1033). The two brothers had studied theology in Baghdad with
Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Basri (d. 369/980), the leading authority on Basran
Mu'tazilism at the time. When al-Muayyad and al-Natiq came to
Rayy, they joined the circle of the Biyid vizier al-Sahib b. ‘Abbad (d.
385/995).” The latter actively promoted Mu'tazili theology and
appointed the then head of the Basran school, ‘Abd al-Gabbar al-

# This pubhcatlon was prepared within the framework of the European Research Council’s

FP 7 project “Rediscovering Theological Rationalism in the Medieval World of Islam” and
completed during our membership at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. We
than E)( the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich for permission to include a facsimile of
MS Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 1286 in this volume.
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